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Israelis and Germans Doubt Bulgarian

Link in Attack on Pope

By HENRY KAMM
Special to The New York Times

JERUSALEM, Dec. 17 — Israeli and
West German intelligence and security
sources with a special interest in inter-
national terrorism are skeptical of
charges of a Bulgarian connection in
last year's attempted assassination of
Pope John Paul IIbyaTurk. .

Intelligence agencies in both' coun-
tries, however, regard ,aswell
as other countries of the Soviet bloc, as
important links in a terrorist network. -

The Soviet Union and its European

allies, as well as China, North Kores, .
Cuba and Vietnam, are believed by Is-:
raeli intelligence officials to be supply-.
ing the various branches of the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization — some of
tagonistic — with

turn, extend shelter,
to other terrorist groups and sometimes
recruit them for their operations.

The West German and Israeli agen-
‘cies, which maintain close ties with
their Italian counterparts, as they do
with most others in pro-Western coun-
tries, do not regard the Italian secret
services as of the highest standard.
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They fear that rivalry within the Ital-
ian internal security agencies, suspect
evidence or outright *‘disinformation”
may have played a role in the disclosure
of information that ﬁ:\ged an investi-

ating magistrate, o Martella, to
gave a Bulgarian airline official in
Rome arrested last month on suspicion
of “active complicity” in the attempted
assassination of the Pope on May 13,

' 1981

1
Mr. Martella has also moved for the
lifting of diplomatic immunity from two

" members of the Bulgarian Embassy’s

staff, so that he may issue arrest war-,
rants for them on related charges. Both;
have been withdrawn to Bulgaria. |

The sources, interviewed in Israeli
and West Germany, do not claim pos-
session of evidence exonerating Bulgar-
ians from having aided Mehmet Ali
Agca, who is serving a life term in Italy
for having fired the shots that seriously
wounded the Pope. But separately and
firmly they stated their belief that Bul-
garia, whose secret service con-’
sider an adjunct of the Soviet K.G.B.,

would not have taken so grave a diplo-| -

matic risk for so nebulous a political ad-

vantage with such a high chance of the
plot’s disclosure. -
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The skepticism of the intelligence|
agencies is the more striking in Israel,
which has waged a consistent campaign
to convince the world that Palestinian
terrorism is a creature of Soviet policy
and the source of other terrorist acts in
Western nations, and would have been
happy to have been able to implicate
Palestinians or Bulgarians. :

. Palestinians Reported in Buigaria

The Israeli intelligence officials said
that Israel had captured enough men,
matériel and documentation during the
war in Lebanon to. sustain Israel’s
charges against the Soviet Union and its
satellites. But they said they had seized
no Western European or Japanese ter-
rorists, only 28 Turks, in their occupa-
tion of Palestinian camps and bases.

They said they had shared documen-
tary evidence of Turkish, West Ger-
man, Italian and Irish terrorists who
had been trained in Lebanese Palestin-
jan camps with the governments con-
cerned and would not be surprised if re-
cent arrests of suspects, particularly in
Italy and West Germany, had resulted
from such intelligence. :

Confirming a report from:a high-
ranking West German Interior Ministry
official last week, an Israeli intelli-
g:n;nqe source said a number of Palestin.
ijaft-activists who had fled from Beirut
during the Israeli siege had been given
shelter im-Bulgaria. He reported that
three officers of the Popular Front for

.the Liberation of Palestine, a leftist

hard-line group headed by Dr. George:
Habash, were now staying at the Vite-
sha Hotel in Sofia. ™

Reports originating in Jtaly, believed
to derive from continuing ‘‘conces-
sions” by Mr. Agca, had described the
Vitosha as a meeting place for terror-
ists, gunrunners and narcotics smug-

‘Cache of Arms Seized in 1980

The source said that Israeli intelli-
gence had traced no movement of |
P.L.O. activists to other Communist |
countries. since their departure from
Beirut. But he said the grant of asylum
to Palestinian militants -marked -the
second time that Israeli intelligence

tion for such groups. . \
He said that in June 1880, two Pales-
tinians of the Abu Nidal organization,
A group said tobe
operating on behalf of Iraqi intelligence
mainly against Jewish targets in West-
ern Europe, left in a Mer-
cedes-Benz 200 bearing Kuwaiti license

plates. Half of the fuel tank, he said,.
was taken up by a compartment that!
contained 30 Soviet-made Makarov-and
Tokarev pistols, four Polish-made WZ-
63 submachine guns and 400.rounds of
nine-millimeter ammunition. - -
Tpecarcmssed'mrkeywitbdutbeing
searched at the borders, but Bulgarian
inspectors  discovered the cache. The
men were jailed, but 35 days later they
were said to have beenreleased and the
arms placed back in the fuel tank. The
car crossed Yugoslavia and Italy un-
scathed, and the said e trail
out'when in laté Julv. :n Rome,
an Italian and a man of MiG.ie Eastern
app ce cariied the arms and am-
mupition off in large suitcases. -
" Attack Used to Justify Invasion
Asserting another link between the
Communist country and Palestinian
*terrorism, an official placed on his desk
a WZ-63 submachine gun, which he said
was the weapon with which the Israeli
Ambassador in Britain, Shiomo Argov,

;ghscﬂucauywoundedlast.rme.

iy Me said that the gun had traveled

“from Warsaw to and then to
London in the Iragi diplomatic pouch.
In London it was handed to the assail-

. amts. The attempted assassination was

; gvokeqpy Israel to justify its invasion’

| * Israeli intelligence sources also said
¢ they had evidence that two West Ger-
i nan women who took part on Sept. 15,
11681, in an attack with guns and anti-
tank against the car in which
the commander of the United States'
bnﬁy in Europe, Gen. Frederick J.
Kroesen, was traveling near Heidel-
| berg, had been trained in a Palestinian!
. camp in Tyre, Lebanon. Moreover, tbe'
Israelis claimed the grenades had been
smuggled to Germarny in the Syrian dip-|
lomatic pouch. -~ S
Other sources said the attack on'the:
general; ' who escaped injury, had been
part of a conspiracy to strike at Ameri-
can targets Europe that had
been decided on at a meeting in Lau-
sanne, Switzerland, the preceding July
.by European and Palestinian terrorists.
They inciuded the Red Brigades of
Italy the German Red Army faction,
.the Basque E.T.A., the Irish Republi-,
can Army and the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Pdlestine. . »
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Abduction of U.S. General

The attack in Germany was followed |

by a vain effort to kidnap a general in
Italy and the successful abduction of
- Brig. Gen. James L. Dozier; the next
day, last Dec. 17. In Paris, anattempt
on the life of the. chargé d’affaires,
Christian A. Chapman, failed, but last
Jan. 18 a military attaché, Lieut. Col.
CharlesR. Ray,wasgunneddown.

But the Israeli sources said evidence
of specific acts by Communist countrles
in support of specific t opera-
tions was there. What is d here

asﬁrmlystablishedisaheavyﬂmvof
Communist arms to Palestinian
and military training of Palestinians in
Communist countries. An official said
Bulprla played a leading role in both
| activities.
| An Israeli source said that from 1979
" until the June 6, 1982, invasion, the Bul-

Black Sea port of Varna handled

80 percent of the flow of arms for the
Palestinian forces in Lebanon. The
shipments went to the Lebanese ports of
Tyre and Sidon and to the Syrian port of
Latakia. All the European Communist
countries contributed to the flow, and
EastGermanyandCzechoslovakiaalso

shipped dinectlyby air, usuallyvia Da-

mascus.

Israeli intelugence sources said they
had identified training centers for
Palestinians in the Soviet Union and all

well as in Yugoslavia, The principal
centers in Bulgaria were identified as
Adropola, about 12 miles north of
Vamna, and the Bulgarian Army camps
of Salvar addSmiolyan.

é.
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its European allies except Poland, as

Training by K.G.B. Agents =
The main Czechoslovak camp is said
tobeneanarlovyVary In East Ger-
many, Palestinians are  reportedly
near Kar]l Marx Stadt. In the
Soviet Union, Simferopol in the Crimea
is said to be the camp for ground troops,
while pilots are trained near Moscow.
At the Karlovy Vary installation, the
training reportedly conducted
K.G.B. officers, while Soviet military
intelligence is believed to be running

. , and
Bulgarian experts are reportedalsoto
have been active in camps in Lebanon.
In the absence of evidence, West
European and Israeli analysts and in-
telligence officials speculate over the
‘source and aim of the charges of what is

called “The Bulgarian Connec- -

being

tion.” Much of the skeptical speculation

centers on “‘disinformation,”’ the word

in clandestine circles for4he circulation

of false information with the intent of

embarrassing an opponent.

. Inthese theories, the targetis Yuri V.

j , the new Soviet leader and
e K.G.B. chief, whose position

might be weakened were his organiza-

" tion found to be invoilved in the at-

tempted slaying of the Pope. The possi-
ble sbiirce of the disinformation in these
hypothéses could be either internal
rivals or external foes of Mr. Andropov.
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